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readers as genuine traits of his character, contributing together to give a full, fair, and distinct view of it.
1770: JETAT. 61.]—In 1770 he published a political pamphlet, entitled The False Alarm"-, intended to justify the conduct of ministry and their majority in the House of Commons, for having virtually assumed it as an axiom, that the expulsion of a Member of Parliament was equivalent to exclusion, and thus having declared Colonel Lutterel to be duly elected for the county of Middlesex, notwithstanding Mr. Wilkes had a great majority of votes2. This being justly considered as a gross violation of the right of election, an alarm for the constitution extended itself all over the kingdom. To prove this alarm to be false, was the purpose of Johnson's pamphlet; but even his vast powers were inadequate to cope with constitutional truth and reason, and his argument failed of effect; and the House of Commons have since expunged the offensive resolution from their Journals3. That the House of Commons might have expelled Mr. Wilkes repeatedly, and as often as he should be re-chosen, was not denied; but incapacitation cannot be' but by an act of the whole legislature. It was wonderful to
1  ' The False Alarm, his first and favourite pamphlet, was written at our house between eight o'clock on Wednesday night and twelve o'clock on Thursday night.   We read it to Mr. Thrale when he came very late home from the House of Commons.'    Piozzi's Anec, p. 41, See also post, Nov. 26,1774, where Johnson says that' The Patriot was called for by my political friends on Friday, was written on Saturday.'
2  Wilkes was first elected member for Middlesex at the General Election of March, 1768.   He did not take his seat, having been thrown into prison before Parliament met.    On Feb. 3,1769, he was declared incapable of being elected, and a new writ was ordered.    On Feb. 16 he was again elected, and without opposition.   His election was again declared void.   On March 16 he was a third time elected, and without opposition.    His election was again declared void.   On April 13 he was a fourth time elected by 1143 votes against 296 given for Colonel Luttrell.   On the i4th the poll taken for him was declared null and void, and on the I5th, Colonel Luttrell was declared duly elected. Parl. Hist. xvi. 437, and Almon's Wilkes, iv. 4.    See fast, Oct. 12,1779,
3  The resolution of expulsion was carried on Feb. 17, 1769.    Parl, Hist. xvi. 577.    It was expunged on May 3,1782.   Ib. xxii. 1407.
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